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US government won't bring charges on CIA interrogations
Published August 30, 2012 | Associated Press

WASHINGTON – The Justice Department announced Thursday it has ended its investigation into CIA interrogations of terrorist 

detainees without bringing criminal charges.

Thursday's decision in the probes of the deaths of two terrorist suspects marks the end of a wide-ranging criminal investigation by 

federal prosecutor John Durham into interrogation practices during the presidency of George W. Bush.

In the past three years, Durham has looked into the treatment of 101 detainees in U.S. custody since the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist 

attacks.

Durham's probe into another episode involving the CIA began in January 2008 when the Justice Department chose him to conduct 

a criminal investigation into the agency's destruction of videotapes it had made of its interrogations of terrorist suspects.

In August 2009, Attorney General Eric Holder expanded Durham's mandate to include a preliminary review of the CIA's 

interrogation of specific detainees overseas. In June 2011, Holder approved Durham's request to move into a full criminal 

investigation of the two deaths.

On Thursday, former CIA Director Michael Hayden said he was "heartened that the investigation is complete, and I'm heartened by 

the results. I had great confidence in Mr. Durham. I just regret that many CIA officers had to go through yet another review of these 

activities."

Thursday's announcement not to prosecute came in the deaths of Gul Rahman and Manadel al-Jamadi.

Rahman died in the early hours of Nov. 20, 2002, after being shackled to a cold concrete wall in a secret CIA prison in northern 

Kabul, Afghanistan, known as the Salt Pit. He was suspected of links to the terrorist group al-Qaida. Rahman is the only detainee 

known to have died in a CIA-run prison.

Al-Jamadi died in 2003 at the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. A military autopsy declared al-Jamadi's death a homicide.
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